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Pastor’s Page
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to you!

It’s that time of year when we look for
new calendars and start filling in the
activities for the upcoming year.
What a gift to be given another year
to live fully into God’s sharable love
for us.
HOPE. Throughout Advent, we heard
about the blessed Hope that we have in our coming
Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus has come to save us.
Emmanuel, God is with us! And we have celebrated
that within our worship and within our weekly activities at St. Matthew.
My heart has been full of gratitude in 2022,
witnessing this “little church with the big heart”
serving God faithfully. Truly, our Hope lies in that
Christ child and the work that he did and continues
to do in this world.
FOR ALL PEOPLE. One of the major themes of the
Christmas story is that the Good News is for ALL
PEOPLE.
PARTICIPATION. In 2022, St. Matthew church
stewarded the many gifts within the congregation to
refocus our ministry efforts on sharing with ALL
PEOPLE. Our various ministries reformed as we
emerged from the depths of the pandemic, and
ministry tasks within the church were redesigned to
involve more people. As we step into 2023, there is a
higher percentage of the congregation involved in
leadership of worship and in participation in
activities. It is a joy to watch new disciples walk into
St. Matthew and witness them feeling comfortable
stepping into full participation. It is a joy to watch
long time members feeling comfortable stepping into
new roles.

Pastor Robin Fero

LEARNING. GROWING. St. Matthew continues to live
into our new welcome statement, being challenged
and learning new ways to become open and
affirming to ALL PEOPLE. Having a visible presence at
the Pride Festival in 2022 was an enormous step in
that process. Our Door project during the fall was an
impactful statement to all who passed by in car or by
foot. Our neighbors continue to show appreciation
for that welcoming statement and are showing up at
worship and at activities such as the Pet Blessing and
Caroling Around the Corner. Remember: when a
seed is planted, we may not see the results
immediately, or may never fully see the results in our
life time. We are called to plant seeds in the places
where God calls us.
COMMUNITY. In the upcoming year, the church will
continue to be a hub for community gatherings. An
addition this year will be the Frontier Scouts, a group
of first-grade girls from Grandview Heights, who will
be meeting twice a month in the fellowship hall. The
scout leaders are enthusiastic about the use of our
space and have offered to partner with the church
on social ministry projects in the future.
2023 MINISTRY. A major theme that we celebrated
in the Advent season was to be AWAKE! We are called
to keep our eyes open for the ways that God is
working in God’s kingdom.
What are the needs of our community? What gifts do
we have that we can use?
How can we, as a small church, be God’s hands and
feet and voice in this world?
There are members of our current congregation who
are having challenges with mobility. We are seeing
more walkers and canes being used in our worship
services. How can we redesign our space to be a
welcoming place for ALL PEOPLE? Does our facility
adequately provide worship space for those who use
wheel chairs?

There are new little voices participating in our
worship services. Babies. Toddlers. How can we
share the Good News with God’s children and their
parents?
There are whole new needs within our church
community and in our neighborhood and broader
community. Do we have our ears and eyes open to
ways to share the love of Christ in word and deed?
GOOD NEWS FOR ALL PEOPLE…one at a time.
We cannot be all things to all people, but God will gift
us with what we need to share Christ with those
whom we meet, one relationship at a time.
Please pray with me, that we as the St. Matthew
church family will keep our eyes on that Christ child
in 2023, and behold those wondrous shareable gifts.
-Pastor Fero

words. Thank you, (Advent 4) soloists: Catherine and
Gregory Feldmann. Thank you, Instrumentalists: Ann
Hossler, piano and organ; Brenda Ritterpusch, flute;
Cliff Eshbach, bassoon; Ben Kendall, trumpet. Thank
you, Bell Choir: Diana Edelblute, Barb Elsen, Barb
Eshbach, Steve Feldmann, Pastor Fero, Nancy
Pokepec, Brenda Ritterpusch, David Ritterpusch,
Nancy Smith, Brenda Stauffer, Conor Stauffer and
Linda Tice.
Thank you, Chancel Choir:
Sheila
Charles, Diana Edelblute, Barb Elsen, Barb Eshbach,
Cliff Eshbach, Steve Feldmann, Pastor Fero, Kay
Gontner, Anna Neal, Brenda Ritterpusch, David
Ritterpusch and Peg Sampson. THANK YOU to
everyone who shared behind the scenes as well…on
Altar Guild and on the Worship Committee in
decorating the church for Advent and Christmas. You
are ALL appreciated so very much. Joy to the world,
the Lord is come!
-Susan Feldmann

Growing in God’s Love...Living our Welcome
Statement
Our Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Team met on
November 30th to review our first year as an Open
and Affirming Reconciling in Christ congregation and
also to begin to brainstorm about educational and
outreach opportunities for 2023. In reviewing our
year, our team felt the outreach and sharing at
Lancaster Pride, the Grandview Neighborhood Yard
Sale and on RIC Weekend were important to ways to
publicly love our neighbors. Both Lancaster Pride
and Lititz Pride will both be on June 17 this year.
Lancaster Pride will have a new location at the
Marriott at Penn Square. Lititz Pride will be held at
Lititz Springs Park. We will continue discussions in
January about how to participate at both Pride
Festivals. We will again plan for the Neighborhood
Yard sale and RIC weekend in 2023. Our team
meeting in January will also focus on adding RIC
educational offerings for the congregation and the
community this year. Please pray for God to guide
our planning and watch for more information about
these educational opportunities and how you can
attend!
-Susan Feldmann

Social Ministry
The two holiday boxes in Fellowship Hall will
continue to collect items for the Lancaster County
Food Hub on Queen Street through the end of
January. The Hub is in need of new underwear and
socks (all sizes - men, women and children). Gloves,
mittens, hats, and scarves for all sized heads and
hands will be collected as well. All of these items can
be placed in the boxes.
“The Lancaster County Food Hub is helping our
neighbors thrive through the resources they need
the most: food, clothing, & shelter all with faith &
compassion!”
Giving to those in need warms the hearts of
everyone.
Quilting Workshops in 2023: The 3rd Saturday of
every month from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. (Please note ~
starting in February)
February 18, March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17
July 15, August 19, September 16

Music Ministry THANK YOU!
What a joy it was to gather together on Christmas
Eve and on Christmas Day and share in worship and
praise to God for the gift of Jesus! THANK YOU to
Pastor Fero and all of the worship leaders and
musicians for their time and talents shared. Praises
being lifted through the Word, through instruments
playing, through bells ringing and through our choir
singing again was a blessing that is hard to put into

Everyone is welcome. Mark your calendars and join
us as often as you can. Come and see what is being
created in Fellowship Hall. It’s always a “happening”
place. Stay for any amount of time. We would love to
have you join us.
Almost all of our materials come from the donations
of our generous members, so we are always in need
of material, thread, or a monetary contribution to
help with the cost of our supplies. Thank you in

advance for helping in any way that you can. St.
Matthew is always very proud of the number of
quilts that we are able to donate to those in need.
- Sheila Charles

Evangelism Committee Corner
The committee convened on December 18 with the
following updates:

Church Council—2023
Barb Elsen- President
Sheila Charles- Vice-President
Phyllis Wimer- Secretary
Steve Feldmann- Treasurer
Brad Charles- Financial Secretary
David Ostrander
Nancy Smith

Barb Eshbach, chair, focused the devotions on the
word "opportunities", leading us to share our faith
with those we meet and best love the people in our
lives.
Card signing will be held on January 8 in Fellowship
Hall.
Caroling Around the Corner was well received with
28 people and 5 dogs participating in the singing of
Christmas carols at the church and around the
block.
Planning for 2023, several dates/ activities were
presented involving the community.
- Kay Gontner

Book Club

Thank You from Brecht Elementary
Book Club met December 19 and
had a fun and informative
discussion
about
our
book
Running with Sherman. Our next
book club discussion will be on
Monday, January 16 at 1:00PM.
The book we have chosen is the
Thursday Murder Club by Richard
Osman.

In a peaceful retirement village,
four unlikely friends meet up once
a week to investigate unsolved murders. Sound
interesting? Join us and we will find out!!
Any questions, suggestions or comments, contact
Janet Baker at 717-314-9185.
-Janet Baker

Game Day
Another Game Day is coming in January! Our next
game day will take place after the church service on
Sunday, January 22, 2023. This time we will all chip
in and buy pizza! Drinks will be provided. Come and
join the fun and fellowship!

-Janet Baker

Here are two photos of the food that was
distributed to 21 Brecht families today and
yesterday. Each family received 2 boxes of food, a
flat of canned goods, and 2-3 rolls of paper towels.
14 families received a turkey as well, courtesy of
donors of turkeys as well as funds collected than
enabled us to purchase 4 more turkeys.
We are beyond blessed and fortunate to have the
generous support of your parishioners and your
help. Thank you and happy Thanksgiving.
Francine Rickert, School Counselor
Brecht Elementary School
Manheim Township School District

Dear St. Matthew Family,
Thank you so much for the very kind Christmas gift. I
am very grateful to God to be able to serve along
with you. God’s peace and blessing to you all in the
New Year!
Susan Feldmann

Dear St. Matthew Bell Choir, Chancel Choir and
Instrumentalists,

Thank You
To Pastor Fero and the congregation of St Matthew
Lutheran Church,
We have managed to see the hand of God at work.
We will forever be grateful for your support,
kindness, prayers and love during this year. Indeed
you revealed what the little church with a big heart
means!
Merry Christmas and we hope to see you in the new
year.
God bless,
Kay and Jim Nolt

What a joy it was to hear all of the beautiful music
you made as we rehearsed and shared our music for
Christmas Eve! Thank you for your offerings of praise
to welcome our Lord. Your music blessed me as well
as our congregation, guests and online community
beyond measure…and I am truly grateful for each
one of you.
Susan Feldmann

Birthdays
Shirley Wertz 1/6

Terry Tice 1/8

Sarah Jordan 1/9

Judith Birunas 1/10

Betty Sheaffer 1/13

Ned Longenecker 1/15

Sue Feldmann 1/25

Anniversaries
My dear St. Matthew Family,

Once again, I so deeply appreciate your
Christmas gift to me. I am in awe of the warmth
and generosity of the "Big Heart" of this
congregation. You really are an amazing group of
people, and it is my joy and privilege to play for you
throughout the year.
With an overflowing heart,
Ann

Dear Congregation,

Thank you for your outpouring of love in the special
monetary gift for Christmas. Jeff and I feel your love,
and appreciate the ways in which you share Jesus
with us and all who are in relationship with the St.
Matthew family. I look forward to seeing how God is
going to work in this congregation in 2023.
Love,
Pastor Fero

Terry & Linda Tice 1/27

Worship Assistants
Altar Care for January - Barb Elsen & Kay Gontner
January 7 – Saturday 5pm
• Assisting Minister: Sheila Charles
• Reader: Sheila Charles
January 8 – Sunday 10am
• Assisting Minister: Steve Feldmann
• Reader: Linda McIntyre
• Greeter: Kay Gontner
• Usher: Barb Elsen
• Counters: Brad Charles & Carol Rothweiler

January 14 – Saturday 5pm
• Assisting Minister: Brad Charles
• Reader: Norm Drescher
January 15 – Sunday 10am
• Assisting Minister: Barb Elsen
• Reader: Linda Tice
• Greeter: Anna Neal
• Usher: Nancy Pokopec
• Counters: Linda Tice & Barb Elsen
January 21 – Saturday 5pm
• Assisting Minister: Barb Emmerich
• Reader: Barb Emmerich

January 22 – Sunday 10am
• Assisting Minister: Brenda Stauffer
• Reader: Steve Feldmann
• Greeter: Nancy Smith
• Usher: Barb Elsen
• Counters: Barb Elsen & Carol Rothweiler
January 28 – Saturday 5pm
• Assisting Minister: Barb Elsen
• Reader: Barb Elsen
January 29 – Sunday 10am
• Assisting Minister: Steve Feldmann
• Readers: Linda Tice
• Greeter: Carol Rothweiler
• Usher: Barb Elsen
• Counters: Brenda Stauffer & Barb Elsen

Officers (2023)

Staff

Barb Elsen, President

The Rev. Robin Fero, Pastor

Sheila Charles, Vice President

Susan Feldmann, Director of Music
Ann Hossler, Organist/Pianist

Phyllis Wimer, Secretary

Church Council

Brad Charles, Financial Secretary
Steve Feldmann, Treasurer

Barb Elsen

Sheila Charles

Phyllis Wimer

Brad Charles

Steve Feldmann

David Ostrander

Nancy Smith

Pastor Fero

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Statement of Welcome, Affirmation
and Full Participation
Welcome to St Matthew, the little church with a big heart.
We are a Reconciling in Christ (Open and Affirming) congregation, so when we say
“all are welcome”, we really mean it.
We strive to live that out in our actions as well as our words. We publicly and humbly
commit to do what it takes to truly be a sanctuary filled with warmth, love,
understanding, safety, respect and care for all who enter here.
(Please see our Full Statement of Welcome, Affirmation and Full Participation
on our website: www.stmatthewelc.com. Copies of the Full Statement are also
available in the Education and Resources Stand in the Fellowship Hall.)
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