Polka Mass
St. Matthew Lutheran Church,
Lancaster, PA
Fifth Sunday of Easter

with the Heidelberg Brass Band

Polka Mass Service
Celebration of
Word and Sacrament
(Words spoken/sung by the assembly are in boldface type.)

+ The Gathering +
PRELUDE:

Helena Polka

arr. Louis Vitak

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding minister begins:

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
The assembly sits, kneels or stands as able.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God
forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen

OPENING HYMN

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray…
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

+ The Word +
THE FIRST READING

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

Acts 8:26-40

THE SECOND READING

1 John 4:7-21

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel is proclaimed

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated

THE SERMON

John 15:1-8

The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assembly is led in prayer with each petition ending, “Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.”

+ The Meal +
SHARING THE PEACE
The ministers and assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

GATHERING OF GIFTS

OFFERTORY

March, Sacred Refuge

C.L. Barnhouse

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray…
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. He has destroyed death and brought to us eternal life. With all the
witnesses of the resurrection and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this in remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

Hymns during the distribution of Communion...

The assembly stands

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

+ The Sending +
THE BLESSING

Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen
Rise Up, Disciples

SENDING HYMN

(Printed on next page)
THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

Happy-Go-Lucky Polka

A.. Hofner
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How the Polka Mass came to be…
Since the time he was a seminarian at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, the Rev. Glenn Beard, Jr.
dreamed of having his band perform a Polka Mass. After moving back to his native Lancaster County in the mid
-1990s, he began to do some research and put together ideas for the Mass.
Pastor Beard learned about Father Frank Perkovich, a Roman Catholic priest who served several congregations in
Minnesota. Fr. Perkovich developed a Polka Mass that quickly became quite popular and he was inducted into
the National Polka Hall of Fame because of his work! Fr. Perkovich granted Pr. Beard personal permission to
use any or all of his work and inspired Pr. Beard to pursue this work. In 2014, at age 85, Fr. Perkovich celebrated
his 60th jubilee with a Polka Mass, of course, in Chisholm, MN. A highlight for Fr. Perkovich was performing
the Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome before Pope John Paul II in 1983! “You Give Us Sunshine,” “Let Us Sing”
and “Lord, Teach Us How to Love” are from Fr. Perkovich’s Mass collection.
Others have had an influence on this Polka Mass as well. The Hymn of Praise, “Glory to God” is from the work
of Pastor Edward Battiste who was serving at St. John Lutheran Church, Greenville, Ohio, when Pastor Beard
first reached out to him in 1996. The Hymn of Praise, “Glory to God,” is based on the popular German tune, the
Liechtensteiner Polka. Pr. Battiste also granted permission and his blessing to use any or all of his work in
developing a service.
It wasn’t until late in the year, in 2014, when movement really took off on putting together the “Polka Mass with
the Heidelberg Brass Band.” An old friend and former member of the band, Dr. C. Jay Hertzog, came to visit Pr.
Beard and was asked to use the organ and accordion music Pr. Beard acquired from Fr. Perkovich and
Pr. Battiste, to arrange musical parts for brass band. Pr. Beard’s wife, Lisa, learned of this request and lit a fire
under Hertzog so that the first draft of this Mass could be performed on Sunday, May 17, 2015, in celebration of
Pr. Beard’s 25th ordination anniversary, at Trinity Lutheran Church, New Holland, PA.
Dr. Hertzog received considerable assistance from a fellow Lutheran who had originally observed a Polka Mass
celebrated at Hope Lutheran Church, Palm Desert, CA. Pastor Carl Witt, Jr., at Hope Church, first began
celebrating a Polka Mass, using familiar tunes, while serving a congregation in Las Vegas, NV. He indicated that
it was always one of the most popular worship services of the year. He, too, granted permission for Pr. Beard to
use any and all of the material from his service. “Come Now and Worship,” the Gospel Acclamation, Eucharistic
Acclamation and the Sanctus, Holy, Holy, Holy, are all from the Mass as celebrated at Hope, Palm Desert, CA. All
of these tunes are familiar and popular.
Lisa Beard wrote original lyrics for the Lamb of God, to the tune of Edelweiss, as well as four hymns, “God of
Love,” “I Love to Go A’ Wandering,” “Rise Up, Disciples,” and “Let Us Sing.” She spent countless hours organizing
the original version of this service and deserves an incredible amount of recognition for her work in making this
service a reality.
Brent Snyder, a music educator and a wonderful friend of the Beards from their first parish, was an incredible
source of wisdom and guidance as hymns were transposed and reworked for use in this service.
“Baptized in Water” and “Psalm 47” are Pastor Beard’s first attempts at hymn-lyric writing, but will likely not be his
last!

